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African nations should reject 
the two year timeframe for 
elections proposed by Andry 
Rajoelina.  Instead they should 
press for swift elections to 
take place this year in order 
to show their commitment 
to democracy, and their 
disdain for coups and military 
intervention in politics in the 
continent.

Southern African leaders 
are showing the way by 
suspending Madagascar from 
the SADC regional grouping.

At their meeting in 
Mbabane, Swaziland Mon 30th 
March there was unanimous 
condemnation of the military 
takeover in Madagascar. 
Swaziland’s King Mswati, who 

chairs the SADC’s security 
troika, said the takeover was 
unconstitutional and ‘violates 
basic principles, protocols and 
treaties’.

Madagascar’s former 
President Marc Ravalomanana, 
who resigned following 
pressure from the military and 
new leader Andry Rajoelina, 
briefed the SADC leaders 
before the statement by King 
Mswati, at the meeting called 
to decide how to deal with the 
new government.

Earlier on Sun 29th 
delegates at a foreign ministers 
meeting that made proposals 
to the leaders’ summit, 
suggested Madagascar could 
be suspended from SADC and 
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Anxious wait on Zuma prosecution 

only way 
forward in 

Madagascar

It is all but certain that graft 
charges will be dropped 
against African national 
congress (ANC) leader Jacob 
Zuma after the expected 
meeting of prosecutors.

The national prosecuting 
authority (NPA) urged patience 
yesterday as we went to press 
as they gather to discuss 
whether to go ahead with the 
prosecution against the man 
most likely to be president after 
the April 22nd election.

 Spokesman Tlali Tlali 
could not be drawn on giving 
a timeframe for the NPA’s 
decision. ‘What is important 
is the decision, and the NPA 
undertook to communicate its 
decision appropriately once 

such a decision is in place’, 
Tlali said.

It followed speculated 
reports that the latest 
‘representations’ made to the 
NPA by Zuma’s legal team may 
lead to the charges against him 
being dropped.

Earlier, Tlali told official 
radio, SAFM that there were 
‘outstanding issues’ which 
required the NPA ‘to conduct 
some investigation, research or 
verification process.’

‘It is only once that 
particular process is concluded 
that the NPA will make a 
decision’, he said.

The meeting convened 
yesterday Mon 30th was for the 
NPA leadership to meet with 
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urged early elections.
The SADC stance could 

further isolate former disc 
jockey Rajoelina, who assumed 
power in a move condemned 
as a coup by the international 
community and progressive 
and democratic Africans alike.

The African Union 
suspended the Indian Ocean 
Island March 20th, giving 
the new administration six 
months to call an election as 
provided for by the constitution. 
Rajoelina, accused of having 
contempt for democratic 
institutions, has set a 24-month 
transition period. That is 
unacceptable and too long a 
time.

Meanwhile, the result of 
the coup in the country and 
perhaps across the continent is 
that investment in these crucial 
times will be hurt, as suggested 
by Stephen Hayes, president 
and chief executive officer of 
the corporate council on Africa, 
which represents American 
businesses operating in the 
continent.

Unfortunately, Hayes 
writes, ‘a lot more may be 
lost to Madagascar than the 
presidency and a genuinely 
free and fair election. A young 

untested new leader, albeit 
with some public support, 
full of himself, and clearly 
contemptuous of democratic 
institutions, has been put in 
place only with the blessing of 
the military’.

Hayes went on, ‘there can 
be no doubt that business 
investment, so promoted by the 
former president will be hurt, 
and so, too, may investment in 
other parts of Africa. We can 
plead for investment in Africa, 
but who will put their own 
money and time into a nation 
whose leader is impetuous 
and unpredictable and whose 
laws can be changed overnight 
by another coup, or upon the 
whims of an autocrat? Who 
will take the time to discern 
the difference between 
Madagascar and nearby 
Mozambique, where investment 
is prospering and governance 
is rapidly improving?’

The events in Madagascar 
have embarrassed many 
progressive thinkers in Africa. 
Once again, Hayes argued, ‘it 
has contributed to the view of 
some that the continent is not 
capable of self-governance, 
despite the proof otherwise 
in so many nations on the 
continent. It now presents a 
challenge to the African Union, 

while the sceptics wait to see 
how a very complex situation 
will be handled.’

Ultimately, Madagascar 
is economically crippled. 
‘There will likely be little new 
investment except perhaps by 
the supporters of the coup. 
Tourism numbers have already 
plummeted precipitously. 
The international community 
may apply some sanctions or 
penalties until free elections are 
restored but that remains to be 
seen’ Hayes concludes.

Events in Madagascar 
are a huge worry for Africa, 
which is at a crossroad at the 
moment. The continent cannot 
afford to be seen to be going 
back to the bad old days of 
coups and counter coups; all 
the reason why Africa should 
come out with one voice, and 
unequivocally in support of 
democracy and development.

The AU and the SADC 
in particular should deal 
with the new administration 
in Madagascar firmly and 
decisively, and insist on early 
elections if only to prove their 
commitment to democratic 
principles and stop the 
potential prolonged damage, 
which the situation in that 
country might cause the 
continent.

‘Local elections’...Continues from page 1
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Briefin

the project team responsible 
for the investigation and 
prosecution of Zuma to deal 
with the matter.

‘We are not oblivious to the 
anxiety around this matter. 
It is one huge matter that 
has attracted a lot of public 
and media interest, both 
domestically and abroad,’ Tlali 
told the radio station.

Although both the NPA 
and Zuma’s legal team have 
opted not to discuss details 
of the representations, 
news reports say the latest 
representations to the NPA 
are recordings of phone taps 
that may substantiate Zuma’s 
opinion that he is the victim of 
a political conspiracy.

Zuma, the ruling ANC’s 
presidential candidate, is facing 
fraud and corruption charges 
related to a multi-billion dollar 
government arms deal. The 
announcement would end a 
lengthy legal battle between 
the authority and Zuma.

In Aug ‘03 national director 
of public prosecutions 
Bulelani Ngcuka announced 
that Zuma’s former financial 
adviser Schabir Shaik would 

be charged with corruption and 
fraud, adding that though there 
was a prima facie case against 
Zuma too, the NPA would not 
be charging him because it 
did not believe the case was 
winnable.

Zuma cried foul, claiming 
a political conspiracy aimed 
at derailing his bid to succeed 
Thabo Mbeki in the presidency, 
an assertion he’s maintained 
ever since.

Shaik went on trial a year 
later, and in June ‘05 was 
sentenced to 15 years in 
prison. He was controversially 
released on medical parole 
earlier in March after serving 
less than three years of his 
sentence.

After Shaik’s conviction, 
Mbeki sacked Zuma from the 
deputy presidency; naming 
Ngcuka’s wife Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka in his place, 
just a week after that the NPA 
announced it was going to 
prosecute Zuma on two counts 
of corruption.  He was then 
charged but the case was 
struck off the role. 

Zuma was indicted again 
in 2007, shortly after being 
elected ANC president.  But 

on 12th Sept ‘08 in the Durban 
high court, Judge Chris 
Nicholson ruled the state’s 
decision to prosecute him was 
unlawful because the state had 
failed to take representations 
from Zuma on the case.

Nicholson also said the 
former deputy president was 
not wrong to infer a political 
conspiracy against him. In 
January this year, the supreme 
court of appeal overturned 
Nicholson’s ruling.

The criminal charges 
against Zuma, 16 in total, one 
of racketeering, one of money-
laundering, two of corruption 
and 12 of fraud, were then 
reinstated.  The arms company 
alleged to have paid the bribe 
also wants the case against 
them to be stopped.

Meanwhile, after on the 
campaign trail, Zuma is 
expected to be ‘in the office’, 
attending to party business 
while the NPA decides on his 
fate. An ANC spokesman, 
Ishmael Mnisi said that while 
the party does not get involved 
in the representations, they 
are keen to know if there is a 
decision or whether there will 
be further engagements.

Zimbabwe:
The country’s Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai has 
said that anyone invading 
farms will be arrested, in 
an apparent challenge to 
President Robert Mugabe.  
Tsvangirai said the recent 
land invasions ‘are actually 
acts of theft’. 

Kenya:
Prime Minister Raila 
Odinga has defended the 
power-sharing government 
and blamed the judiciary 
and police for continued 
corruption.  Many Kenyans 
are losing faith in the unity 
administration set up a year 
ago but Odinga said it was 
impossible to ‘undo the ills of 
45 years’ so quickly.

Sudan:
The UN security council 
has called on the country 
to reconsider its decision to 
expel foreign aid agencies 
from the troubled Darfur 
region.  President Omar al-
Bashir gave the order after an 
international arrest warrant 
was issued against him. 

Somalia:
Pirates have yet again seized 
two European-owned tankers 
off the troubled country’s 
coast officials have said. The 
Greek-owned vessel Nipayia, 
with 19 crew members on 
board, and the Norwegian-
owned tanker Bow Asir with 
a crew of 27 were captured 
by pirates last week.

Malawi:
A British children’s charity 
has urged Madonna to 
rethink her planned adoption 
of another baby from the 
country. Save the Children 
spokesman Dominic Nutt 
said the child would be better 
off staying in the country 
than being brought up by the 
recently-divorced pop star, 
who has three other children, 
including one already 
adopted from Malawi.
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Kenya:
Hundreds of thousands of 
Somali refugees in Kenya face 
abuse by corrupt and violent 
police and a rapidly growing 
humanitarian emergency in 
the world’s largest refugee 
settlement, human rights 
watch (HRW) has said.

In a new report released 
Mon 30th March, HRH said 
Kenya should immediately 
rein in abusive police and 
grant new land for additional 
camps, while the United 
Nations and international 
donors should urgently 
respond to Somali refugees’ 
basic needs.

The 58-page report titled 
‘from horror to hopelessness: 
Kenya’s forgotten Somali 
refugee crisis,’ documents the 
extortion, detention, violence, 
and deportation at the hands 
of the Kenyan police faced by 
a record number of Somalis 
entering Kenya.

The new refugees are 
joining over a quarter of 
a million fellow refugees 
struggling to survive in camps 
designed for one-third that 
number.

‘People escaping violence 
in Somalia need protection 
and help, but instead face 
more danger, abuse, and 
deprivation,’ said Gerry 
Simpson, refugee researcher 
at HRW and author of the 
report.  ‘Somali asylum 

seekers should be able to 
cross the border safely and 
get the aid in Kenya they 
urgently need.’ 

In ‘08, a record yearly total 
of almost 60,000 Somalis 
sought refuge in three camps 
near the town of Dadaab in 
northeastern Kenya, while 
possibly tens of thousands 
more traveled to Nairobi. New 
arrivals face police extortion, 
violence, and unlawful 
deportation when trying to 
cross Kenya’s officially closed 
border and end up in appalling 
crowded conditions in under-
serviced refugee camps.

Citing security concerns, 
Kenya officially closed its 
682-kilometer border with 
Somalia in Jan ‘07, when 
Ethiopian troops intervened 
in support of Somalia’s weak 
transitional government and 
ousted a coalition of Islamic 
courts from Mogadishu, 
Somalia’s capital.

During the past two years, 
an escalated armed conflict 
by Ethiopian and Somali 
government forces against 
an insurgency, resulting 
in numerous war crimes 
and human rights abuses, 
has forced almost 1 million 
residents of Mogadishu to 
flee, and provoked a growing 
influx of Somali refugees into 
Kenya. 

Despite Ethiopia’s 
withdrawal in late ‘08, violence 
continues between Islamist 
groups and the government, 
and more refugees are 
expected throughout ‘09.

The border closure has 
encouraged members of 
Kenya’s police - long known 
for their abusive practices 
against Somalis - to increase 
the extent of their extortion 
of Somali asylum seekers 
trying to reach the camps. 
The border closure has forced 
tens of thousands of Somalis 
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Over a dozen die in soccer stampede  

Inside Africa

End abuse and neglect of Somali refugees

Côte d’Ivoire:
More than 20 people died 

in a stampede at the capital’s 
Houphouet-Boigny Stadium 
ahead of a world Cup 
qualifying match between 
Côte d’Ivoire and Malawi 
Sun 29th March.

The BBC reported that 
at least 22 were killed and 
more than 130 injured in a 
stampede when thousands 
of Ivoriens tried to get into 
the game to see Didier 
Drogba, who plays for 
Chelsea in England, return to 
international football.

The Associated Press said 
interior minister Desire Tagro 
told state television: ‘They 
-the fans- started pushing to 

get in because the match was 
about to start and each and 
every one of them wanted to 
get in.’

The agency reported that 
a correspondent for a sports 
daily said a wall collapsed 
as fans pushed in. ‘We saw 
people falling... Then there 
was panic and a stampede,’ 
he said.

The game went ahead 
despite the tragedy. About 
36,000 spectators were in 
the stadium to see the home 
team beating Malawi 5-0. 
Drogba scored two of the 
goals.

The ministry of sport 
and the Ivorian football 
federation have confirmed 

the number of deaths and say 
the incident occurred when 
thousands of fans tried to 
squeeze into the city’s main 
stadium. 

A wall collapsed, 
reportedly under the weight 
of the supporters, causing 
those already trying to 
squeeze into the stadium to 
panic.

Interior Minister Desire 
Tagro told state television: 
‘Lots of fans showed up,’ 
reported AP news agency. 
‘They started pushing to get 
in because the match was 
about to start and each and 
every one of them wanted to 
get in.’ 

The incident occurred 

before the game began but 
the fixture was allowed to go 
ahead. 

The stadium was 
reportedly sold out in 
advance of the game after 
cut-price tickets went on sale. 

The arena has just been 
refurbished, and initial report 
says it seems the sheer 
number of people who 
wanted to get into the match 
proved too much. 

Other European-based 
stars playing in Sunday’s 
game were Drogba’s 
Chelsea team-mate Salomon 
Kalou, as well as Kolo Toure 
and Emmanuel Eboue of 
Arsenal.  The home side 
also featured Tottenham’s 
Didier Zokora, Sevilla’s 
Ndri Romaric and Marseille 
forward Bakari Kone. 

to use smuggling networks to 
cross into Kenya secretly. 

The closure also forced 
the UN high commissioner for 
refugees (UNHCR) to close its 
refugee transit center, where 
all new refugees previously 
had been quickly registered 
and given health checks 
before being transported to 
the camps.

‘From horror to 
hopelessness’ concludes that 
closing the border to refugees 
violates the international 
refugee law prohibition against 
forced return and has resulted 
in other serious abuses. 

The report quotes refugees 
who describe being forced 
back to Somalia because 
they could not pay bribes to 
Kenyan police and others 
who were arrested, held in 
appalling detention conditions 
in the camps or nearby towns, 
beaten, and in some cases 
deported back to Somalia.

‘Kenya has legitimate 
security concerns and a right 
to control its borders, but its 
borders can’t be closed to 
refugees fleeing fighting and 
persecution,’ said Simpson. 
‘The border closure has only 
made Somali refugees more 
vulnerable to abuse and 
lessened the government’s 
and UNHCR’s control over 
who enters Kenya and who 
is registered in the camps’, 
Simpson said.

Raila Odinga
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Under increasing pressure 
to modernise and 
become relevant in these 
exceptionally difficult 
economic times, the 
international monetary fund 
(IMF) Wed 24th March rolled 
out reforms to that effect.

Managing director 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
said ‘the reforms represent 
a significant change in the 
way the IMF can help its 
member countries—which 
is especially needed at this 
time of global crisis.’

He went on, ‘more 
flexibility in our lending 
along with streamlined 
conditionality will help us 
respond effectively to the 
various needs of members. 
This, in turn, will help them to 
weather the crisis and return 
to sustainable growth.’

The changes to the 
IMF’s lending framework 
include; modernizing 
IMF conditionality for all 
borrowers, introducing a 

new flexible credit line, 
enhancing the flexibility of 
the fund’s traditional stand-
by arrangement, doubling 
normal access limits for 
nonconessional resources, 
simplifying cost and maturity 
structures, and eliminating 
certain seldom-used 
facilities.

But, the centrepiece of 
the reforms, which is the 
new ‘flexible credit line’, is 
available only to ‘strong-
performing countries’ 
according to Strauss-Kahn.  
This means only a handful of 
African countries will qualify 
to use it to ‘strengthen 
further their economic 
position.’ These countries 
may include South Africa, 
Botswana, Ghana, and 
Tanzania.

Reforms of concessional 
lending instruments, which 
comes mostly with the 
one size fits all stringent 
structural adjustment 
strategy for low-income 

members, which includes the 
majority of African nations, 
‘are also in train’ but not 
ready as yet. 

However, the IMF says in 
the future it aims to ensure 
that conditions linked to loan 
disbursements are focused 
and adequately tailored 
to the varying strengths 
of countries’ policies and 
fundamentals as opposed to 
the past wherein loans often 
had too many conditions that 
were insufficiently focused 
on core objectives.

The modernisation 
therefore will be achieved 
in two ways.  First the IMF 
will rely more on pre-set 
qualification criteria where 
appropriate rather than on 
traditional conditionality 
as the basis for providing 
countries access to 
resources. This principle is 
embodied in the new flexible 
credit line. 

Second, implementation 
of structural policies in IMF-

supported programs will 
from now on be monitored 
in the context of program 
reviews, rather than through 
the use of structural 
performance criteria, which 
will be discontinued in all fund 
arrangements, including those 
with low-income countries. 
The IMF says structural 
reforms will continue but in a 
reformed manner.

According to Strauss-
Kahn, the new credit line is 
for countries with very strong 
fundamentals, policies, 
and track records of policy 
implementation; essentially 
firm and well-run emerging 
market economies.

With these criteria in 
place it is difficult to see 
a huge number of African 
nations qualifying for the 
new credit line or succeeding 
in accessing the colossal 
amount of funds that the IMF 
is seeking and expecting 
from the G-20 meeting this 
week and in the future.•

Senegal: $3.7 million to assist with food security 
The United States is providing 
more than $3.7 million in 
assistance to lower rates of 
malnutrition and increase food 
security for families in the 
country.

The fund is provided 
through the agency for 
international development’s 
(USAID) and the office of 
foreign disaster assistance 
(OFDA).

According to a press 
release by USAID Wed 25th 
March, the organisation is 
providing $2.7 million, of 
the $3.7 million to improve 

community-based nutrition 
efforts and agriculture 
production in the regions 
of Ziguinchor, Sedhiou and 
Kolda.

The program, which 
will be implemented by 
USAID partners Catholic 
relief services and Christian 
children’s fund, will provide 
community-based nutrition 
programs for malnourished 
children; build community 
awareness for the importance 
of good nutrition and how 
to prevent malnutrition; 
educate farmers on the 

benefits of improved seed 
varieties; organize seed fairs 
that will make improved seed 
varieties available; and provide 
microloans to community-
based groups.

The rest of the money, $1.05 
million will go to the United 
Nations food and agricultural 
organization (FAO) to provide 
regional coordination of 
food security and agriculture 
efforts. With this funding, FAO 
will strengthen livelihoods 
and improve the nutritional 
status of the most vulnerable 
households affected by rising 

food prices.
Regina Davis, the principal 

regional advisor of USAID/
OFDA’s regional office for 
West and North Africa, said 
her organisation’s ‘assistance 
will help thousands of families 
struggling to cope with the 
immediate impacts of the 
global food and financial 
crisis on their households’. 

‘These projects will provide 
viable alternatives to increase 
self-sufficiency and lower 
overall malnutrition rates in 
vulnerable households,’ she 
said. •

Multi-agency boost for local government  

The IMF’s overhaul: what it means for Africa 

Liberia:
The signing of a six-

agency project is a major 
step toward restoring civil 
administration in a country, 
which is recovering from 
a devastating 14-year 
conflict, the United Nations 
development programme 
(UNDP) said last week.

According to the UNDP, 

local capabilities to be 
upgraded through the project 
include statistics gathering 
and analysis, information 
management, monitoring 
and evaluation, rehabilitation 
and construction of public 
buildings and service 
delivery. 

UNDP, together with 
its sister agencies of the 

children’s fund (UNICEF),  
high commissioner for 
refugees (UNHCR), the office 
for project services (UNOPS), 
the human settlements 
programme (UN-HABITAT) 
and the UN mission in the 
country UNMIL have all 
signed onto the two-year 
programme. 

Speaking at the signing 

ceremony held in the 
country’s capital, Monrovia, 
the UN resident coordinator 
Jordan Ryan said that the 
project ‘provides a coherent 
and coordinated platform for 
UN agencies to join up their 
efforts and work together 
with the government in the 
development process.’•
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News from DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS Diplomatic ASSIGNMENTS

London: It is the G20’s ‘duty’ to help poor nations - Gordon Brown

The African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Jacob Zuma is 
reported to have criticised 
western powers for holding 
back aid to Zimbabwe while 
President Robert Mugabe was 
still in power.  He said it was 
wrong to hold back aid, the 
highest-level African criticism 
of this stance so far.

Zuma told Reuters Fri 27th 
March that withholding aid ‘is 
very unfair to the Zimbabwean 
people’, just because Mugabe 
is a factor; and a factor he 
has been in the Zimbabwe 

A spokesman for the African 
Union (AU) has said that 
the organisation will soon 
send more peacekeepers 
to protect the government 
of war-ravaged Somalia but 
declined to say how many 
will be deployed. The official 
did not say also which 
countries would send troops.

The Somali government 
had asked the AU to 
nearly double its current 
deployment of troops to the 
maximum 8,000 allowed by 
an agreement struck in ‘07, 
Nicolas Bwakira, AU envoy 
for Somalia, told associated 
press Fri 27th March.

AU members have 
previously been unwilling 
to send troops because of 
the high level of violence by 
Islamist insurgents against 
Somali and Ethiopian forces 
backing the government.

Somalia has not had a 

equation for over 20 years, as 
president of the government 
and Zanu-PF leader.

But, Zuma argued, 
the creation of a unity 
government where Mugabe 
and opposition leader Morgan 
Tsvangirai share power had 
begun that troubled country’s 
stabilisation, and should and 
is a starting point for all to 
build from.

‘You cannot say it has 
stabilised but it has entered 
a phase of stabilisation 
politically,’ Zuma said, adding 

functioning government 
since clan-based militias 
overthrew the government of 
Siad Barrie in 1991.

The AU has been in the 
country since March ‘07, 
and last week the number 
of soldiers reached 4,000 
for the first time. Bwakira 
said the organization was 
planning to put in more 
troops. ‘We are doing it now. 
We will send more troops to 
Somalia soon,’ he said.

The AU is seeking to 
put more troops into the 
country amid concerns that 
the insurgents will make 
further gains against a weak 
government that controls 
only small pockets of 
territory.

The Islamists, along 
with powerful clan elders 
and clerics, have called 
for the AU troops to leave 
the country. Last month 

that the unity government 
agreement, pushed by 
southern African leaders, ‘was 
the only option. There was 
nothing else’.

Western powers, who 
accuse Mugabe of ruining 
the country and violating 
human rights, are reluctant 
to begin pouring in aid 
to repair the devastated 
economy while the veteran 
leader remains as head of 
state. 

Zuma further argued that 
during the first elections in 
’08, a fairly sizable number 
of the country’s population 
voted for Mugabe. He said, ‘it 
is not as if not a single human 

a suicide attack killed 11 
Burundian peacekeepers 
and injured 15 others.

The country’s new 
president, former Islamist 
fighter Sheik Sharif Sheik 
Ahmed, has not commented 
publicly on the issue of 
increasing the number of 
foreign troops since he took 
power but has previously 
opposed the presence of 
foreign troops on Somali 
soil. Past weekend, however, 
he said his ‘government 
needs help until it can stand 
by itself.’

Some observers say 
deployment of more AU 
forces could hamper 
Ahmed’s efforts to draw 
his former Islamist allies 
into a UN sponsored peace 
process. So far they are still 
fighting the government.

The previous 
administration fell partly due 

being voted for Mugabe in 
Zimbabwe. He had a very big 
percentage himself. He has a 
sizeable support.’

Western donors have 
made clear they will only 
provide a large aid package 
to help rebuild the country 
once economic reforms are in 
place. 

Much will depend on 
whether Mugabe and 
Tsvangirai can work together 
after years of animosity. 
If the power struggle that 
divides the new government 
continues, it could undermine 
efforts to win the confidence 
of donors and foreign 
investors.•

to popular anger against 
the presence of Ethiopian 
troops who left in Jan ‘09 
after two bloody years. After 
they left, parliament elected 
Ahmed as the country’s new 
president.

The Somali president is 
in a delicate position, said 
Rashid Abdi, a Somali expert 
at the international crisis 
group. ‘If (the president) 
comes out and openly 
calls for the increase of 
peacekeepers he will 
immediately collide with the 
powerful traditional elders 
and the clerics,’ Abdi said. 
This would be a propaganda 
coup for the insurgents.

The AU force guards key 
government institutions, like 
the capital’s main airport, 
seaport and the presidential 
palace. They also protect 
top government officials and 
train national security forces.•

Gordon Brown and UN 
Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon have said they 
are committed to helping 
the world’s poorest nations 
at the G20 this week in 
London.

The two met in New York 
Wed 25th March during 
Brown’s tour of some of the 
world’s major economies 
ahead of this week’s summit.

Mr Brown said after 
their meeting that it was 
the G20’s ‘duty’ to help 
other nations to restructure 
their financial institutions 

and take advantage of the 
benefits of trade.

‘I think we are recognizing 
that the Washington 
Consensus on economic 
policy is over, that the old 
world has gone, that we 
have got to build a new 
consensus on economic 
development for the future 
and we have got to send the 
message to every country 
that doing nothing is not an 
option’, Brown said.

Ban Ki-moon said he 
had written to the leaders 
of G20 nations asking them 

to commit to a large fiscal 
stimulus for developing 
nations.  ‘G20 countries 
should commit to sustaining 
an international stimulus 
package on top of their 
national stimulus packages. 
It needs to be of a very 
substantial size,’ he said.

However, both men said 
the exact amount would 
have to be agreed by 
leaders at the summit next 
week.

On the issue of Sudan 
and the expelling of aid 
agencies from the country 

31st March 2009

and especially the troubled 
Darfur region, Brown said 
they had also discussed 
the situation and wanted 
to send a message to 
Sudanese President Omar 
al-Bashir that aid agencies 
should be allowed back into 
the country.

‘I want the whole world 
to ask him - al-Bashir 
- to remove the ban on 
humanitarian agencies; 
to recognise that they are 
absolutely essential to the 
protection of the people of 
Sudan,’ Brown said.•

Zuma critical over Zim aid 

More AU peacekeepers for Somalia  

The IMF’s overhaul: what it means for Africa 
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By Stephen Hayes

Deposed President Marc 
Ravalomanana brought the 
house of Madagascar down 
upon himself. But he has 
been replaced by a young 
untested leader who, although 
he has some public support, 
is full of himself and clearly 
contemptuous of democratic 
institutions. The result is that 
investment in Madagascar, 
and perhaps across the 
continent, will be hurt.

Watching the tenure of 
President Marc Ravalomanana 
of Madagascar come to an 
end resembled seeing a ball 
of twine unravel as it rolled 
unimpeded down a slope. 
Or to use another metaphor, 
like watching a Greek tragedy 
in all its acts, the central 
figure a president-king who 
became blind to the hopes of 
his people, and deaf to those 
who tried to tell him that his 
constituents were restive and 
he was in trouble.

No less than Kofi Annan, 
the former secretary-general 
of the United Nations, had 
tried to talk to him and 
bring the parties together. 
He was rebuffed. The U.S. 
ambassador had tried on 
many occasions to make the 
case to the president, but he, 
too, went unheeded, to the 
point that during a week-
long visit to Madagascar 
recently, I was asked to share 
my observations with the 
president. He did not want 
to listen – each point that 
questioned what might be 
happening around him was 
deflected and he returned 
the conversation to what 
he wanted to achieve for 
Madagascar.

In hindsight, I wish I would 
have been more direct. I did 
not doubt his dreams for the 
future – only the reality of his 
view of the present. He trusted 
his ego more than his intellect 
or his friends and brought the 
house of Madagascar down 
upon himself. On the one 
side were his enemies who, 
although they were unable 
to move at the most popular 
moments of his presidency, 
were quick to drive him to 

the precipice when his thirst 
for greater wealth and fame 
possessed him. On the other, 
there were the sycophants 
around him, domestically and 
internationally, who could see 
little wrong and told him how 
great he was lest they lose 
favour and access.

Land possession is exactly 
that in Madagascar. Whoever 
can use the land owns it, so 
access to it is key to many a 
family. To watch prime land 
being given away to a foreign 
corporate giant was even 
more infuriating to a Malagasy 
than the current scandal over 
bonuses paid to staff of AIG, 
the insurance company, is to 
the average American.

The president tried to 
say the deal was not done, 
but the deal, whatever it 
was, was never completely 
revealed nor negated, and the 
image of a giant giveaway, 
whatever the facts prove 
to be, remained. However 
well-intentioned it may have 
been to lure DaeWoo to 
Madagascar for investment, 
it was communicated to 
the public extremely poorly. 
The president had given his 
opponents their opportunity.

His enemies, publicly 
personified by Andry 
Rajoelina, then the mayor of 
Antananarivo and now the 
head of government, saw the 
sea of discontent, just as a 
hungry lion sees a weakened 
prey, and went for the kill. Why 
wait for the people to decide 
when you could become the 
new president now?

Rajoelina called for the 
president’s removal, and 
found a receptive but far from 
unanimous audience, and the 
president continued to make 
poor decisions.

Ravalomanana refused 
a dialogue, removed the 
mayor from his position, 
and continued to fail to 
listen to those trying to save 
the presidency. When his 
presidential guard shot and 
killed more than two dozen 
demonstrators, he lost the 
support of an important part 
of the military and some 
undetermined percentage of 
the population.

Perhaps at that point, 
the events became, as 
the New York Times put it, 
‘irreversible.’ Ravalomanana 
might have avoided what 
has now happened, had he 
turned his power over to the 
president of the senate, as he 
constitutionally could have 
done. Sadly, and as ironically 
as in any Greek tragedy, the 
prime minister had resigned 
after losing faith in him and 
the senate president was a 
100-percent Ravalomanana 
creation, leaving no credible 
successor. There was no 
longer any power in Marc 
Ravalomanana’s presidency, 
and those who distrust 
democracy filled the power 
vacuum.

Unfortunately, a lot more 
may be lost to Madagascar 
than the presidency and 
a genuinely free and fair 
election. The voice of 
the people is once again 
secondary to the interests of 
the few. A young untested 
new leader, albeit with some 
public support, full of himself, 
and clearly contemptuous of 
democratic institutions, has 
been put in place only with the 
blessing of the military, albeit 
a military that had apparently 
been resistant to intervention 
until the situation was clearly 
irreversible.

There can be no doubt 
that business investment, 
so promoted by President 
Ravalomanana, will be hurt, 
and so, too, may investment 
in other parts of Africa. We 
can plead for investment in 
Africa, but who will put their 
own money and time into 
a nation whose leader is 
impetuous and unpredictable 
and whose laws can be 
changed overnight by another 
coup, or upon the whims of 
an autocrat? Who will take the 
time to discern the difference 
between Madagascar and 
nearby Mozambique, where 
investment is prospering 
and governance is rapidly 
improving?

For the United States, 
the removal of President 
Ravalomanana will be 
viewed by some as a major 
setback. Madagascar was 

the first nation to receive the 
Millennium Challenge Account 
compact that awarded $110 
million to address issues of 
infrastructure and, ironically, 
land reform. The critics of 
MCC in Congress will surely 
step up their questions. This 
is a major setback for new 
progressive and innovative 
policy initiatives such as the 
Millennium Challenge Act.

As we often do in the 
United States, we praised 
Ravalomanana and placed 
him on a pedestal, promoting 
him as a great leader of 
Africa – just as we have 
so many others. He was a 
primary speaker in our own 
Corporate Council biennial 
U.S-Africa business summit 
in 2005. We too gave him 
nothing but praise. Perhaps 
we should have been far 
more circumspect, and at 
least acknowledged the 
human condition in all of us, 
especially in those we choose 
to lead us.

The events in Madagascar 
have embarrassed many in 
Africa, once again contributing 
to the view of some that the 
continent is not capable of 
self-governance, despite the 
proof otherwise in so many 
nations on the continent. It 
now presents a challenge to 
the African Union, and the 
skeptics wait to see how a 
very complex situation will be 
handled.

And ultimately, Madagascar 
is economically crippled. 
There will likely be little new 
investment except perhaps by 
the supporters of the coup. 
Tourism numbers have already 
plummeted precipitously. 
The international community 
may apply some sanctions or 
penalties until free elections 
are restored but that remains 
to be seen. Sanctions may 
make us feel good, but the 
first people that are generally 
hurt are the poor, not those at 
whom they are aimed.

The situation is a complex 
one that requires some 
patience before we act. 
Unfortunately, that same 
advice is what I would give 
businesses. Be patient before 
you invest in Madagascar. The 
story is not yet over.

The Corporate Council 
on Africa (CCA) promotes 
American private sector 
engagement with the 
nations of Africa. Based in 
Washington DC, it is a non-
profit, non-government, non-
partisan organization with a 
membership of more than 165 
American companies.

Madagascar:   
A Greek Tragedy That Will Hurt Investment
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Finance AND ENONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The international monetary 
fund (IMF) Fri 27th March 
approved funds for a three-
year period worth US$565.7 
million under the poverty 
reduction and growth facility 
(PRGF) for the country.

The funds are to support 
the authorities’ economic 
program aimed at achieving 
sustainable growth, reducing 
poverty, and advancing the 
country’s economic reform 
agenda. The decision will 
enable the country to withdraw 
about US$241.1 million from 
the IMF immediately.

At the conclusion of the 
IMF’s executive board decision 
on the issue, Mr. Lipsky, the 
first deputy managing director 
and acting chair, John Lipsky 
said, ‘the Ivoirien authorities 
are to be commended for the 
progress toward peace and 
the broadly satisfactory track 
record of performance under 
two emergency post-conflict 
assistance programs since 
2007, in a difficult post-
conflict and global economic 
environment’. 

He went on,‘Côte d’Ivoire 
has adopted a strong economic 

program that will be supported 
by a new three-year arrangement 
under the IMF’s poverty 
reduction and growth facility’.

‘The economic recovery 
is continuing, although the 
global economic downturn 
has slowed Côte d’Ivoire’s 
return to its pre-crisis 
economic growth levels. 
Fiscal developments in 2008 
were broadly satisfactory, 
except that spending on 
large public works was 
executed outside the budget 
and at the expense of basic 
infrastructure rehabilitation 
and other priority spending. 
The authorities have taken 
steps to limit extrabudgetary 
spending, including a revision 
of budgetary procedures’ 
Lipsky noted.

 He said ‘the continued 
and well-coordinated 
support of the international 
community remains critical 
for the program’s success 
and Côte d’Ivoire’s return to a 
path of sustained peace and 
economic recovery’.

The PRGF is the IMF’s 
concessional facility for low-
income countries. PRGF-

supported programs are based 
on country-owned poverty 
reduction strategies. These 
strategies are adopted after 
an inclusive process involving 
civil society and development 
partners and articulated in a 
poverty reduction strategy 
paper (PRSP).

This is intended to ensure 
that PRGF-supported 
programs are consistent 
with a framework for 
macroeconomic, structural, 
and social policies to foster 
growth and reduce poverty. 
PRGF loans carry an annual 
interest rate of 0.5 percent and 
are repayable over 10 years 
with a 5 _-year grace period 
on principal payments.

Following several years 
of civil strife, Côte d’Ivoire 
continued its economic 
rebound in ‘08. Real GDP 
growth picked up to 2.3 
percent in that year from 
1.6 percent in ‘07, driven by 
construction, food production, 
and telecommunications. 
Meanwhile, higher prices 
for imported food and 
adjustments in domestic oil 
prices pushed up inflation in 

‘08, which reached 9 percent 
by year-end. As food and oil 
prices declined, inflation has 
slowed since then.

Fiscal performance under 
the IMF’s emergency post-
conflict assistance since mid-
07 was broadly satisfactory, 
except for important fiscal 
slippages in the form of extra 
budgetary spending of 0.7 
percent of GDP for large-
scale public works.

 Thanks to corrective 
actions in the last quarter, 
the deviation from the ‘08 
program objective for the 
primary fiscal surplus was 
limited to 0.4 percent of GDP, 
but rehabilitation investment 
suffered.

The external current 
account deficit in ‘08 improved 
driven by favourable terms of 
trade. Higher prices for crude 
oil and other commodities 
boosted export revenues 
during the first half of the year. 
Despite the ensuing decline in 
commodity prices, the current 
account showed a surplus of 
1 percent of GDP, compared 
with a 1.5 percent of GDP 
deficit in 2007.•

Tunisia:
A workshop on the 
development of bond markets 
in the continent wraps up 
deliberations in Tunis today.  
The two-day workshop which 
began Mon 30th March is 
sponsored by the African 
development bank (AfDB) 
in collaboration with the 
partnership for making finance 
work for Africa.

The workshop have four 
key objectives: To review, 
discuss and enhance the 
draft studies on bond market 
development in African 
countries; to identify possible 
areas of cooperation among 

donors on ongoing and future 
bond market development 
initiatives; to introduce the 
multi-disciplinary working 
groups as per priority areas 
identified in the mapping 
study; assess donor interest 
and discuss possible 
guidelines for their creation.

The multi-disciplinary 
working groups will serve 
as (i) channels of support, 
(ii) platforms of knowledge 
sharing and (iii) will present 
the interests of African 
countries on issues related 
to the development of bond 
markets. The working groups 
will be driven and owned by 

regional member countries, 
with support from donors and 
multi-lateral development 
banks (MDBs).

The expected outcomes 
of the workshop are: to 
produce a revised report on 
bond market development 
and highlight areas for 
further research; to agree 
on a possible roadmap for 
collaboration and cooperation; 
the discussions will also 
provide a framework as a 
starting point for collaboration 
and cooperation and 
coordination amongst donors 
on bond market development; 
areas of intervention by donors 

Côte d’Ivoire: IMF gives $566 million for growth and reform

Workshop on bond market concludes  or interested parties according 
to the priority areas identified 
in the mapping study, which 
will form a basis for the multi-
disciplinary working group; 
and contribution to the agenda 
of the capital markets event at 
the AfDB annual meetings.

The agenda is mapped 
out to initiate a forum of 
discussion on market 
development in Africa and to 
facilitate the introduction of 
the multi-disciplinary working 
groups to member countries.

The workshop targeted 
donors, MDBs and 
development agencies with 
a vested interest in the 
development of bond markets 
in Africa. 

Zimbabwe:
The decision to ‘dollarize’ the 
country’s economy, one of 
the first acts of the new unity 
government has brought a 
small amount of stability.

All civil servants now 
receive salaries in dollars, 

while shops and banks accept 
dollars and rands.

The move to dump the Zim 
dollar has also stemmed the 
country’s runaway inflation. 
Last week the government 
announced that prices were 
0.8% lower in Jan after years 
of multidigit increases. The last 
official measure of inflation, 
in July last year, put it at 231 
million percent.

The change is more than 
welcome. Prices now stay 
constant for days, a novel 

concept in a country where 
shop owners had until recently 
recalculated prices twice a 
day.

Workers salaries paid in 
dollars, though not enough 
sees families through the 
month. This helps in planning 
what families can and 
cannot buy since prices have 
stabilized. I could not do that 
when our dollar was the official 
currency.

But not everyone is happy. 
Street vendors and people in 

the massive black market have 
been hit as business shoppers 
are turning to the formal sector 
for the first time in years. 

Competition has increased 
as well. Shops have suddenly 
started stocking goods that 
were previously unavailable. 
The goods range from basic 
commodities such as corn, 
sugar, soap, salt and bread to 
furniture, which Zimbabweans 
have had to travel to 
neighbouring countries to 
buy.•

Arresting
hyper-inflation
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OfficialBank rate

31 Mar
2009 

Rates
Rates supplied by 
INTLGlobal Currencies

Rates for Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland same as for 
South Africa
Rate for Zimbabwe is quoted in new ZWD, where a 
further 12 zeros have now been removed from the 
currency.
Rates supplied by INTLGlobal Currencies  
(fx@intlglobalcurrencies.com)	

Maintain aid levels - TI writes Brown
Country	 Currency	  Pound	  Euro	 Dollar
Algeria	 DZD	 104.328	 97.8075	 72.45
Angola	 AOA	 108.216	 101.4525	 75.15
Botswana	 BWP	 10.950624	 10.26621	 7.6046
Burundi	 BIF	 1739.52	 1630.8	 1208
CFA Franc	 XAF	 695.52	 652.05	 483
CFA Franc	 XOF	 695.52	 652.05	 483
Djibouti	 DJF	 253.44	 237.6	 176
DRC Congo	 CDF	 1116	 1046.25	 775
Eritrea	 ERN	 21.4128	 20.0745	 14.87
Ethiopia	 ETB	 15.9696	 14.9715	 11.09
Gambia	 GMD	 37.368	 35.0325	 25.95
Ghana	 GHS	 2.02824	 1.901475	 1.4085
Guinea	 GNF	 6969.6	 6534	 4840
Kenya	 KES	 115.128	 107.9325	 79.95
Lesotho	 LSL	 13.54968	 12.702825	 9.4095
Liberia	 LRD	 234.72	 220.05	 163
Madagascar	 MGA	 2769.12	 2596.05	 1923
Malawi	 MWK	 204.48	 191.7	 142
Mauritania	 MRO	 372.24	 348.975	 258.5
Mauritius	 MUR	 47.448	 44.4825	 32.95
Morocco	 MAD	 11.8836	 11.140875	 8.2525
Mozambique	 MZN	 38.664	 36.2475	 26.85
Namibia	 NAD	 13.54968	 12.702825	 9.4095
Nigeria	 NGN	 212.4	 199.125	 147.5
Rwanda	 RWF	 804.96	 754.65	 559
Sao Tome	 STD	 20649.6	 19359	 14340
Sierra Leone	 SLL	 4363.2	 4090.5	 3030
South Africa	 ZAR	 13.5612	 12.713625	 9.4175
Sudan	 SDG	 3.304944	 3.098385	 2.2951
Swaziland	 SZL	 13.54968	 12.702825	 9.4095
Tanzania	 TZS	 1908	 1788.75	 1325
Tunisia	 TND	 1.98432	 1.8603	 1.378
Uganda	 UGX	 3096	 2902.5	 2150
Zambia	 ZMK	 7970.4	 7472.25	 5535
Zimbabwe	 ZWD	 504000	 472500	 350000
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Anti - Corruption FOCUS

31st March 2009

The global coalition against 
corruption, transparency 
international (TI) has written 
to British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown ahead of 
this week’s meeting of 
leaders of the Group of 20 
in London.

On the issue of aid to 
developing countries, TI 
urged Prime Minister Brown 
in the letter to ensure G-20 
members take urgent 
action to address rising 
global poverty resulting 
from the current crisis.  This 
can be done by increasing 
trade opportunities and 
official development 

Gabon:
Anti-corruption activist 
Marc Ona, who monitors 
the activities of oil 
companies in the country, 
last week sought damages 
of 50 million CFA francs, 
(approximately £73,000) from 
the government.

Ona, who is also 
coordinator of the ‘publish 
what you pay’ coalition 
that seeks transparency 
notably in the oil industry, 
is suing for being stopped 
from attending a New York 
conference in June ‘08.

assistance to these 
countries, with particular 
emphasis on those that are 
in greatest need and with 
the necessary transparency 
and accountability 
mechanisms in place. It 
is essential that all donor 
commitments, including 
pledges to support 
development in Africa, are 
maintained the letter noted.

It went on that it is 
heartened that the starting 
points for the summit 
have emphasised the vital 
importance of ensuring 
greater transparency 
and accountability in all 

Security officials in 
the oil-rich country also 
prevented him from making 
three other trips abroad 
with ‘no written notification,’ 
Ona’s lawyer Bertrand Homa 
Moussavou told the court.

The lawyer presented 
the quest for damages as a 
matter of ‘enforcing respect 
for human rights... and 
fundamental freedoms.’

But the state’s 
lawyer, representing 
the interior ministry, 
Marlyse Issembe, argued 
that non-governmental 

aspects of economic and 
financial policy-making 
and implementation by all 
institutions, both public and 
private, in the immediate 
period ahead. 

The organisation said 

organisations in Gabon ‘act 
for the Europeans and the 
Americans’ and questioned 
Ona’s credentials.

‘NGOs get up to whatever 
they want. They are at 
the mercy of and act for 
the Europeans and the 
Americans... The decision 
of the interior ministry was 
perfectly normal,’ Issembe 
said.  The court says it will 
give a ruling on the matter 
Wed 17th June.

In a separate unfinished 
case, Ona was arrested on 
30th Dec ‘08 with four other 
men on suspicion of plotting 
against the government and 
freed on bail in Jan, when 

it was writing on behalf of 
the members of more than 
90 national chapters and 
partner organisations of 
TI, 17 of which are in G-20 
countries. •

lawyers said some were in a 
‘precarious’ state of health.

The five were accused 
of being in possession of 
a ‘propaganda’ document 
aimed to incite a revolt 
against the government, an 
offence punishable by a jail 
term of up to five years and 
a fine.

The document in 
question was an open 
letter to President Omar 
Bongo Ondimba, published 
in Dec by a network of 
Gabonese nongovernmental 
organisations, questioning 
the country’s financial 
management over the past 
four decades •

Maintain aid levels - TI writes Brown

Activist seeks damages

South Sudan:
The semi-autonomous 
region has passed a 
long-awaited law to give a 
watchdog powers to look 
into hundreds of complaints 
of corruption in the oil-rich 
region, officials said last 
week.

Staff at the anti-
corruption commission 
told Reuters they were 
already planning to use the 
legislation to launch at least 
10 new investigations.

The south’s semi-
autonomous government 
has long admitted 
corruption problems but no 
one has yet been charged, 
largely because of the 
lack of a fully functioning 

commission.
Graft is thought to have 

hampered efforts to re-
build the region’s economy 
after more than 20 years of 
north-south civil war that 
ended in a 2005 peace deal.

South Sudan’s 
government coffers have 
been filled with millions of 
dollars of oil revenues that 
it secured under the 2005 
peace accord. But citizens 
have complained they have 
seen little benefit from the 
revenues, large parts of 
which are spent on salaries 
and maintaining the region’s 
large standing army.

Government officials 
last year said they were 
struggling to cope with the 

cost of ‘ghost workers’, 
false names added to state 
payrolls by corrupt officials 
who then collect the 
salaries. 

An independent anti-
corruption commission 
was set up in ‘06. But the 
body only got the power to 
launch full investigations 
last week, three years 
after its launch, when 
the south’s government 
passed the South Sudan 
anti-corruption commission 
(SSACC) Act.

’It gives us the green light 
to be able to ask questions 
about any suspicions,’ 
SSACC executive director 
Francis Kupako Bassan told 
Reuters.

He said commission 
staff had already received 
hundreds of complaints 

Passage of anti-graft law  from members of the 
public frustrated at levels 
of corruption and other 
abuses in the region. But 
staff were initially planning 
to focus on 10 cases, ‘some 
financial, some of them 
malpractices.’

Bassan said the anti-
graft commission still faced 
sizable challenges, not 
least in the tracking down 
of vital documents for use 
as evidence. Financial 
documents would be 
particularly hard to find 
as the government’s last 
auditor had left the job in ‘08 
and had not been replaced.

The commission’s work 
would also be risky. ‘We 
wanted to publish a list of 
those found to be corrupt ... 
the advice was that would 
be very risky to us,’ he said. •
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– Co-Sharing 
Responsibilities   
Rev. Dr. Bernard J: O’Connor

The countries of Africa, like 
many throughout the world, 
face enormous challenges.  
The current crisis involving 
the economy immediately 
comes to mind, but such 
problems also persist as: 
inequity in the distribution of 
resources, the exploitation 
of poorer nations by richer 
ones, and issues with regard 
to agricultural development.  
The Holy See is deeply 
committed to promote 
strategies by which this 
range of suffering may be 
reduced and, ultimately, 
resolved globally. 

 Because the Holy 
See has permanent 
observer status at the 
United Nations, on March 
9, Archbishop Celestino 
Migliore, representing 
the Holy See, addressed 
the U.N.’s Economic and 
Social Council.  The theme 
involved the co-sharing of 
responsibilities between 
women and men, notably in 
the context of caregiving for 
those afflicted by HIV/AIDS.

The HIV/AIDS dilemma 
is regrettably apparent 
across Africa, and so the 
Holy See’s position is 
significant.  Archbishop 
Migliore emphasized that it 
is insufficient to conclude 
that this matter is best 
approached by increased 
attention to “programs, 
policies and budgetary 
decisions.”  While these 
aspects are definitely crucial, 
we must also recognize that 
there is an often overlooked 
“interrelatedness between 
activity and personal 
attitude.”  What is further 
needed is a radical revision 
of mindset.  For only then 
will “commitment for 
the wellbeing of others” 
adequately reflect that 
“human beings are not only 
autonomous and equal,” 
but “also interdependent.”  
Simply stated, when the 
outlook of individuals 
change, their collective 
behavioral styles adjust 
accordingly.    

What modification in 
perspective does the Holy 
See therefore recommend?  
Several points are raised 
for reevaluation.  (A) Effort 

at caregiving should “no 
longer be attributed only to 
certain groups,” but must 
be “shared” irrespective of 
gender and “in households 
as well as in the public 
sector.”  It is a fact that 
“home-based care is 
the preferred means of 
care in many social and 
cultural settings.”  (B)  The 
contribution of women in 
all social contexts must 
not be degraded “simply 
because they are women.”  
Discrimination is always 
an obstacle to human 
dignity.  Cooperation 
among men and women 
is essential for society to 
embark upon a path of 
democratic progress. (C)  
HIV/AIDS is not exclusively 
a physical affliction.  There 
is an ethical dimension, 
for this condition “calls 
into question the values 
by which we live our lives 
and how we treat, or fail to 
treat, one another.”  Again, 
this includes the treatment 
of women, of members of 
ethnic populations dissimilar 
to our own, and of migrants. 
(D)  Scientific studies 
verify that home-based 

caregivers “experience 
more stress than medical 
personnel.”  Therefore, 
those caregivers should 
be given “better support”.  
And that support must be 
directed towards “situations 
of vulnerability due to 
non-regularization, social 
isolation” and adversity 
in the work environment.  
(E)  Focus must likewise 
be allotted to the retention 
of those professionals 
who are lost to local 
society because of the 
‘brain drain’ phenomenon.  
Consequently, there is 
need to identify what 
“suitable incentives” and 
remuneration are necessary 
to ensure their continued 
presence and service.

 “Care in itself must 
become a topic of public 
debate.”  Only then will 
all of us become truly 
sensitized to that “justice 
and solidarity” which 
might otherwise become 
endangered. 

  Rev. Dr. Bernard J: 
O’Connor belongs to the 
Vatican’s Congregation for 
Eastern Churches.•

Twenty-five years ago, 
people involved in the 
struggle against apartheid 
in South Africa would 
say wistfully: ‘Look at 
Zimbabwe. It’s come 
through a bitter war of 
liberation without wrecking 
its social cohesion, it’s 
developed a proper 
democratic culture and it’s 
feeding itself.’ 

Granted, this was, 
even then, a slightly too 
rosy picture, but it wasn’t 
nonsense. It represented a 
conviction that Zimbabwe 
was showing what was 
possible to its neighbours 
and indeed to the whole 
continent.

And this means that 
one of the worst of the 
countless casualties inflicted 
by Robert Mugabe on 
his wretched country is 
the destruction of many 
people’s hopes, both 

in Zimbabwe itself and 
throughout Africa. The 
continent can’t afford more 
failed states, mass hunger, 
and contempt for the rule 
of law. And how much more 
painful it is when a country 
has been held up as a sign 
of promise.

In the past couple of 
years, the churches in 
Zimbabwe have shown 
signs of coming together 
in a cohesive way to 
challenge the tyranny of 
the government and the 
apathy of neighbours. The 
Anglican Church has been 
through a quiet revolution, 
finally expelling discredited 
bishops and rallying around 
leaders of real stature 
such as the Bishop of 
Harare. And it has paid 
a heavy price. Anglican 
churches and congregations 
have been targeted by 
government-sponsored 

thugs while parishioners 
have been harassed, beaten 
and arrested.

But the important thing 
that the Anglican Church, 
along with others, has done 
is to remind a battered and 
violated population that their 
dignity still matters and that 
change is possible. The 
response to their witness has 
been remarkable: thousands 
gather to worship despite 
attacks and death threats.

The Church continues 
with its school feeding 
programmes (its schools 
working as food distribution 
points, so guaranteeing both 
nourishment and education 
for the young), with its work 
for the soaring numbers 
of orphans suffering from 
cholera and Aids, with its 
basic local health clinics 
and its trauma counselling 
for victims of torture. If the 
country is to be rebuilt - and 

a society can be destroyed 
pretty quickly but can be 
rebuilt only slowly, over 
generations - the Church will 
be central to the project.

We know that there 
is no quick solution to 
this; and we know that 
there will be no serious 
solution as long as Robert 
Mugabe remains in power 
and refuses to accept the 
verdict of his people in last 
year’s election. Lives can 
still be saved and, more 
importantly, hope can be 
sustained if we continue 
to support the Church in 
Zimbabwe as a vehicle of 
promise and a guarantor 
of the human dignity so 
fearfully insulted by the 
current regime.

This piece forms part 
of a joint article by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, published in ‘The 
Times’.•

Mugabe has ruined Africa’s beacon of hope

Aide-Mémoire: A Vatican View 

Religion
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I’d be happy to give you 
an update on the situation 
in Zimbabwe. The cholera 
epidemic that you mention 
is somewhat under control. 
We still have issues in 
the countryside. There 
are 80,000 people that 
have been affected with 
cholera, and the death 
total has gone above 
4,000. Again, it’s a total 
collapse and failure of the 
health system in Zimbabwe 
that’s precipitated this 
unfortunate event. 

We’re working hard with 
the international community. 
We have quite a few players 
on the ground in Zimbabwe 
working to alleviate 
the situation. And the 
Zimbabwean Government is 
trying to spin itself up to do 
more to assist its people, 
but there still is an issue 
and there’s still so much 
more to be done.

On the political side of 
the house, we have the 
new national – government 

of national unity, and that 
government is burping 
along, but not very well. 
There are still quite a few 
issues. As we sit here 
today, there are still farm 
invasions that are occurring 
in Zimbabwe. There are still 
political activists who have 
been jailed. We have at 
least 13 people. We have no 
idea where these folks are. 

So the political situation 
in Zimbabwe, even though 
we do have a government 
of national unity, there are 
still some severe problems 
that need to be dealt with. 
These issues have to be 
dealt with, I think, before 
we can move forward 
towards other political 
issues in Zimbabwe.

I’d say that the sanctions 
in Zimbabwe are one of 
the few issues that we’re 
– where we have made a 
difference. The sanctions 
in Zimbabwe need to 
continue and they will 
continue. We are going to 

take a very careful look 
at what this government 
is doing. We’ve laid out 
in no uncertain detail the 
five principles that need 
to be adhered to before 
we’re going to remove 
sanctions, and until we 
see some movement 
towards meeting those 
principles, sanctions will 
stay. The sanctions are 
against individuals. They’re 
against institutions. These 
individuals and institutions 
have been carefully looked 
at, and we know that 
they’re the reasons that this 
country, that Zimbabwe 
itself is in such bad shape 
today.

I’d like to share that, you 
know, we need to look at 
Zimbabwe and say we have 
opportunities. You know, 
this is an imperfect union. 
It’s an imperfect marriage, 
if you will – this government 
of national unity – but 
it’s also an opportunity. I 
think for the first time in 

28 years, the people of 
Zimbabwe actually see 
hope. They’re hopeful that 
things can change and get 
better for the future. And 
I think that all of us – the 
Western nations, the donor 
nations, and especially 
the African nations – need 
to step up and provide 
more assistance: technical 
assistance, assistance as 
far as economic recovery 
is concerned. The African 
Union and SADC are 
the guarantors of this 
government of national 
unity. I’d love to see them 
step up and do more in 
Zimbabwe to assist people, 
to assist the government. 
Zimbabwe can work, and 
Zimbabwe can return to 
the past that it had before. 
We do need people to step 
up and be progressive with 
this.

Posted Fri 27th March 
by Ambassador James D 
McGee, US ambassador to 
Zimbabwe.•

France and Africa:  new relationship?  
Before Nicolas Sarkozy was 
elected president in 2007, 
he made clear he wanted to 
break with France’s old way 
of doing business in Africa – 
a cosy blend of post-colonial 
corruption and patronage 
known as ‘Françafrique’ 
that suited a fair few African 
dictators and the French 
establishment alike.

He has made the same 
point during his past visits to 
the continent.

‘The old pattern of 
relations between France 
and Africa is no longer 
understood by new 
generations of Africans, or 
for that matter by public 
opinion in France. We need 
to change the pattern of 
relations between France 
and Africa if we want to 
look at the future together,’ 
Sarkozy said in South Africa 
early last year.

This week he is back in 
Africa for a visit on which 
France’s business interests 
play a very prominent role.

In the Democratic 
Republic of Congo Sarkozy 
called on the country to 
work with former foes 
Rwanda and Uganda in 
a partnership based on 
exploiting the region’s 
natural riches.

Another stop was in 
neighbouring Congo 
Republic to see President 
Denis Sassou Nguesso, an 
old friend of France who 
seized power in the oil-
producing state in 1979, lost 
it in a 1992 election and then 
returned five years later via a 
civil war. In the past, Congo 
Republic symbolised as 
much as anywhere the old 
style of diplomacy.

After the Congos, the 
schedule takes Sarkozy 
to Niger, a particularly 
important country for nuclear 
power dependent France 
because of the uranium 
mining interests of French 
state-controlled nuclear 
energy group Areva. It is 
building a huge new mine in 
Niger, where the government 

is fighting Tuareg rebels who 
demand more of the region’s 
wealth.

Sarkozy is doing nothing 
different from other world 
leaders by bringing along a 
bevy of executives keen to 
sign deals. France also faces 
a great deal of competition 
from China and others in 
what it used to treat as its 
‘backyard’ and is keen to 
ensure it does not lose out.

Zimbabwe: Update from a US point of view

In Brazzaville, Sarkozy 
repeated the pledge 
he made a year ago to 
renegotiate all France’s 
accords with African 
countries and to make sure 
they are published in full. 
But the pace of progress 
so far has raised questions 
over how determined France 
is to break with the past.

By Matthew Tostevin, 
posted Thurs 26th March.•

Nicolas Sarkozy
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A vast majority of the nearly 
25,000 suspected meningitis 
cases and more than 15,000 
deaths worldwide in the first 
three months of ‘09 have 
occurred in Nigeria and 
Niger.  These countries in the 
so-called ‘African meningitis 
belt,’ are the hardest hit 
so far according to the 
United Nations world health 
organization (WHO).

The bulk of the cases in 
the meningitis belt, stretching 
from Senegal to Somalia, 
have been in northern 
Nigeria, reporting 17,462 
suspected cases and 960 
deaths, and Niger, with 4,513 
suspected cases and 169 
deaths, according to the 
WHO.

Vaccination campaigns 
are underway in the two 
countries, with the support 
of WHO, the UN children’s 
fund (UNICEF) and the non-

governmental organization 
médecins sans frontières 
(MSF). WHO is supporting 
the Nigerian health ministry’s 
efforts to boost disease 
surveillance, and has had 
technical experts on the 
ground since last month.

Along with its partners, 
WHO has released 2.3 million 
doses of vaccines to Nigeria 
and 1.9 million to Niger. 
Nearly 13 million doses were 
stockpiled for 2009, but more 
are needed for this meningitis 
season which will run from 
January through June.

More than 200 people 
have died of the disease in 
the past couple of weeks in 
Niger and Nigeria, according 
to WHO. The disease is an 
epidemic in 76 areas of the 
two countries, WHO reported 
last week.

A spokesman for WHO in 
Nigeria, Dr. Olaokun Soyinka, 

said Sat 28th that the 
outbreak is bigger than usual 
and stretches across the 
African meningitis belt from 
east- to west-sub-Saharan 
Africa.

The outbreak began 
around the start of the year, 
Soyinka said. It usually peaks 
in the dry season because of 
dust, winds and cold nights, 
before dipping around May 
when the rains come, he 
said.

A shortage of vaccines 
means officials are relying 
on ‘effective prevention,’ 
in which they watch for 
outbreaks and then vaccinate 
people in the epicenter and 
surrounding areas, Soyinka 
said.

Sixty-six local government 
areas in Nigeria have crossed 
the epidemic threshold. Ten 
of Niger’s 42 districts have 
also crossed the epidemic 

threshold.  Epidemic 
thresholds are a way that 
the WHO confirms the 
emergence of an epidemic so 
it can step up vaccinations 
and other management 
measures.

Niger’s ministry of health 
has reported 4,513 suspected 
cases of meningococcal 
disease, including 169 
deaths, since the start of the 
year. In the past week, 1,071 
suspected cases and 30 
deaths have been reported, 
the WHO said.

Meningitis is an infection 
of the meninges, the thin 
lining that surrounds the brain 
and the spinal cord. Several 
different bacteria can cause 
meningitis but Neisseria 
meningitidis - which is to 
blame for this outbreak - is 
one of the most significant 
because of its potential to 
cause epidemics.•

Sudan:
The joint United Nations-
African Union (AU) 
peacekeeping mission 
in Darfur, known as 
UNAMID, has helped airlift 
examination materials to 
remote secondary schools 
in the country’s war-torn 
western region.

UN spokesperson 
Michele Montas said the 
blue helmets flew three 
helicopters across North 

Darfur to distribute exam 
papers to nine locations 
across the state.

Montas said it was the 
second such operation 
UNAMID has conducted 
for the ‘09 certificate 
examinations, which 
are held throughout the 
country and were expected 
to start Mon 30th March.

Elsewhere, the hybrid 
peacekeeping force has 
recently characterized the 

current security situation 
in Darfur as relatively calm 
apart from a few incidents 
of banditry.

In the past few weeks, 
UNAMID has reported a rise 
in attacks on peacekeeping 
staff, carjacking, other 
banditry, and harassment of 
civilians in Darfur.

There has also been 
concern over the safety 
of humanitarian workers, 
many of whom have been 
ordered to leave the region 
following the indictment 

Health AND EDUCATION

Nigeria & Niger hardest hit by meningitis 
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Peacekeepers airlift exam papers last month of the country’s 
president Omar Al-Bashir 
by the international criminal 
court (ICC) for alleged war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity committed in the 
troubled region.

An estimated 300,000 
people have died and 
another three million have 
been displaced in Darfur, 
where rebels have been 
fighting government forces 
and allied Arab militiamen, 
known as the Janjaweed, 
since ‘03 •

Sudan:
International researchers 
said last week that 
eliminating malaria in many 
parts of the world where risk 
of the disease is high may be 
less difficult than previously 
thought.

Using data collected from 
nearly 8,000 local surveys of 
infection rates, the team built 
a global map pinpointing 
areas where malaria remains 
the biggest threat.

They found that in many 
areas transmission rates 
are below the level at which 
controlling the disease with 
things such as bed nets is a 
real possibility, Simon Hay of 

Oxford University in Britain, 
who led the study, said. 

‘In Africa, surprisingly, 
we found that about half the 
660 million people at risk live 
in areas where technically 
you should be able to have a 
very substantial impact and 
could bring transmission 
down to near zero,’ Hay said 
in a telephone interview.

 ‘The map is a resource 
you need to prepare proper 
antimalarial control and 
elimination.’

Malaria is one of 
the deadliest diseases 
worldwide, killing 880,000 
people each year, mostly 

children under age five in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

A parasite transmitted 
by mosquitoes causes the 
disease, which has become 
resistant to some drugs. At 
the same time work on a 
vaccine has been slow.

But the findings published 
in the public library of 
science journal PLoS 
medicine suggest that control 
efforts such as bed nets 
could cut transmission rates 
to near zero for many people 
in high-risk areas around the 
world, especially Africa.

The map showed that 
more than half of the people 
at risk in Africa, about 350 
million people, live in areas 
where transmission rates 
are below 40 percent. This 

is the cut-off at which it 
is technically possible to 
eliminate and control the 
disease.

The findings also show 
that the biggest challenge 
for health officials is in the 
western and central parts of 
sub-Saharan Africa, where 
transmission rates are above 
this level, Hay added. 

The researchers compiled 
medical statistics, climate 
data and a large archive of 
community-based estimates 
of parasite prevalence. 

They plan to update the 
map annually to create an 
ongoing record of malaria 
control and elimination efforts 
and a guide that points to 
where investment is needed.•

Malaria map to target disease
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Mauritius:
A three-day forum has 

concluded deliberations 
on how information and 
communication technologies 
(ICT’s) can be effectively 
used to better manage 
disasters in the country and 
neighbouring island states.

 The forum was organised 
jointly by the country’s sector 
regulator, the information 
and communication 
technologies authority (ICTA) 
and the Commonwealth 
telecommunication 
organisation (CTO).  
Participants range from state 
organisations, the private 
sector, academia and NGOs.

 The forum came up with 
proposals for an ICT-based 

Sub-Saharan Africa is 
furthest way from meeting 
the millennium development 
goals (MDG’s) on water and 
sanitation, yet donors are 
failing to target the region 
with increased levels of 
assistance. 

This assessment comes 
from water experts at the 
just concluded water forum 
in Istanbul, Turkey. At the 
current rates of progress, 
the very bleak forecast from 
the experts is that the MDG 
water target for Sub-Saharan 
Africa will not be met until 
2035, while that of sanitation 
is a 100 years away from 
being met. 

Yet, of the five countries 
that received most aid 
from donors for water and 
sanitation over the past 
five years, none were in 
sub-Saharan Africa; from 
‘02 to ‘06, Africa, which is 
among the least developed 
continents received less 
than a quarter of the global 
aid for sanitation and water.

By contrast, the executive 
secretary of the African 
ministers’ council on water 
(AMCOW) Mr Bai-Mass 
Taal said, the lion’s share of 
aid went to middle income 
countries in Asia such as 
Malaysia, Indonesia and 
China.

Over the last five years 

action plan for disaster 
management. The main 
proposal emanating from the 
forum consists of the setting 
up of a national agency 
for the dissemination of 
information in Mauritius and 
islands states of the Indian 
Ocean. 

Bashir Patel, director of 
programme and business 
development from the CTO 
pointed out to participants’ 
one example how ICT 
technology can be used to 
save lives and curtail the 
effects of natural disasters; 
through cell broadcasts by 
government agencies to 
communities in imminent 
danger of cyclones for 
example. 

Malaysia received an 
average $500 in aid for 
every person in the country 
without access to water and 
sanitation, while Madagascar 
- 80 places behind Malaysia 
on the human development 
index - received less than 
$2 per un-served person, 
according to AMCOW 
and the organisation for 
economic cooperation and 
development (OECD). 

OECD cites poor 
governance and 
maintenance by Africa and 
inadequate investment from 
donors as the main factors 
that have led to almost 
one billion lacking access 
to water and sanitation 
services.

’Poor coordination and 
monitoring at the global 
level has resulted in a failure 
to target aid to the poorest 
countries with the lowest 
levels of access to sanitation 
and water services,’ Taal 
added. He said the critical 
weaknesses in water and 
sanitation was down to 
a failure of leadership.  
Therefore, the international 
development community 
must urgently constitute the 
necessary high-level bodies 
that could target human, 
technical and financial 
resources at the areas of 
critical failure. 

He added that the 
advantage of cell broadcasts 
is that they can be sent to 
mobile users regardless 
of which network they are 
connected to, with the 
operators providing what 
is in essence a free service 
by activating a soft button. 
Tourists, he added, can be 
forewarned of cyclones or 
stormy weather.

For his part, Asraf 
Dulull, the Mauritian 
minister of information and 
communication technology 
placed disaster preparedness 
and mitigation as national 
priorities. He said that 
collective financial resources 
must be made available by all 
stakeholders to ensure that 

Without a framework 
for action, Taal said, sub-
Saharan Africa will continue 
to see unbalanced financial 
inputs and perverse 
development outcomes. 
‘Not only is progress against 
the sanitation and water 
target unlikely, there is also a 
genuine risk that many of the 
other MDGs will not be met.

Taal singled out Japan 
for its disproportionate aid 
support to Asia for water 
and sanitation projects 
instead of Africa where it is 
desperately needed. ‘We 
have come to the conclusion 
that probably because 
Japan is the leading donor 
in this sector, it has decided 
to put more money in Asia 
than Africa,’ the AMCOW 
executive secretary said. 

However, Japan 
international cooperation 
agency (JICA) research 
institute senior fellow 
Hanatani Atsushi argued 
that the reason for the 
increased levels of aid to 
Asian countries is because 
economically, Asian 
countries are more robust 
than sub-Saharan Africa.  

According to the JICA 
technical report ‘water 
human future –safe water 
for all’,  

between ‘98 and ‘07, 
JICA invested $478 million, 

the ICT-based action plan is 
implemented.

He asked the forum 
to re-examine processes 
already in place and come 
up with new strategies. He 
added that the Tempere 
Convention provides for 
the removal of regulatory 
barriers to the movement 
of telecommunication 
equipments during 
emergencies and the freer 
movement of nationals 
involved in emergency relief 
while not infringing on the 
sovereignty of the countries 
hit by emergencies.

 The plan will now be 
taken up by the CTO for 
fine tuning and release.•

about 48.8 percent of its 
total investment of US$981 
million.  Of that amount, the 
Middle East got $162 million 
(16, 5%); Central and South 
America received $147 
million (15%). Africa received 
14.1 percent.

Atushi said, ‘JICA has 
three types of grants to 
developing countries, which 
are capital grant aid for 
infrastructure, technical 
cooperation grant and 
pure loan. While we give 
grants government policy 
is also that we need to 
loan a significant portion to 
countries that can afford to 
repay’. 

’Now very few if any 
African countries are able 
to repay these loans. Japan 
has had to write off all the 
debts that accrued over a 
long period of time. While 
Asia is getting more, we 
have also realised that with 
their robust economies 
they can even repay once 
we extend loans to them. A 
few African countries have 
demonstrated their capacity 
to repay’ Atsushi said.
It is yet to be seen whether 
Sub-Saharan Africa and 
donor nations like Japan 
will get round the problems 
that stymie aid flows to 
the region for water and 
sanitation. •

Nigeria & Niger hardest hit by meningitis Disproportionate support  for water and sanitation 

ICT-based plan for disaster management
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AU:
The organisation says it 
will maintain sanctions 
on Mauritania, despite 
suggestions from its 
chairman, Muammar 
Gaddafi, that they would be 
dropped.

The head of the 
organisation’s peace and 
security council (PSC) says it 
is compiling a list of those in 
the regime that the sanctions 
would target.

The sanctions were put 
in place after Mauritania’s 
president was overthrown in 

ECOWAS:
Journalists have called on the 
commission to put in place 
a mechanism to improve its 
database for the gathering, 
processing and the feeding of 
information into its system.

The call came from regional 
journalists who participated 
in a sensitization programme 
on the commission’s early 
warning network (ECOWARN) 
Wed 25th March.  

Open source information, 
mostly available in the media 
and processed through the 
four zonal observatories of 
ECOWARN and national focal 
points, is one of the major 
sources of information for the 

a military coup in ‘08.
As reported in NAA 

last issue, Gaddafi had 
suggested that sanctions 
were no longer necessary 
whilst on a visit to the 
country earlier this month.

Asked about this 
embarrassing contradiction, 
the chairman of the 
PSC offered a generous 
explanation to AFP news 
agency; perhaps Col 
Gaddafi was engaged in an 
initiative of his own to restore 
legality, which would then 
automatically remove the 

System whose assessments 
and policy prescriptions 
enable the Commission to 
take informed decisions about 
conflict situations in Member 
States.

‘There is the need to 
facilitate networking between 
the zonal offices and  national 
focal points while there should 
be effective networking 
between  journalists from 
member states on issues 
relating to peace and security,’ 
the  journalists agreed at 
the end of the two-day  
sensitization held in Abidjan.  

Furthermore, they 
urged ECOWARN program 
implementers to reach out to 

need for sanctions.
When in the organisation’s 

summit in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia early Feb, Col. 
Gaddafi was elected chairman, 
many delegates predicted a 
bumpy year ahead.

He made it clear from the 
start that he saw a much 
larger role for himself than 
just chairing the twice yearly 
meetings of heads of state.

On a visit to the 
Mauritanian capital 
Nouakchott earlier this month, 
the Libyan leader infuriated 
supporters of the ousted 

journalists in the communities 
to get vital information on 
specific situations.

They also urged the 
commission to encourage 
media owners to equip 
journalists to enable them 
report in a timely manner 
on conflict situations in the 
region while regular meetings, 
including workshops, should 
be held to build the capacity 
of the media on the operations 
of the ECOWARN.

In order for journalists 
to effectively contribute 
towards resolving some of 
the challenges facing citizens 
in member countries, the 
participants urged their 

president, Sidi Mohamed 
Ould Cheikh Abdallahi.

 They said Col Gaddafi 
told them that the coup was 
now a fait accompli and they 
should embrace reality. 

As he left, he told 
journalists that since the 
current leadership of General 
Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz 
had promised to organise 
elections in June, the file 
was now closed. 

Faced with a sudden 
flurry of coups and 
attempted coups, the 
organisation as a body 
is trying to cling to its 
principle of not recognising 
illegitimate governments.• 

colleagues to focus their 
reporting on addressing social 
and human issues such as 
poverty and other factors 
underlying conflicts. 

‘Honesty and responsibility 
are required in the practice 
of journalism and journalists 
should place peace and 
development at the heart of 
their reportage,” they agreed.

The participants also 
addressed the vexed issue 
of access to information 
and called for a regional 
mechanism to ensure 
unhindered access to reliable 
information, especially those 
perceived by the authorities 
as security related in order 
to empower journalists to 
effectively play their role.   

Sanctions to stay in Mauritania  

Calls for improved information gathering and sharing  

Comply or face sanctions - Madagascar
SADC:
The organisation was 
expected to impose sanctions 
on Madagascar at yesterday’s 
politics, defence and security 
meeting.  

Last week, just days before 
the meeting South Africa’s 
foreign minister Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma said her country 
would ‘support the non-
recognition of Madagascar’.  
She said South Africa 
supports pressure including 
sanctions.

The African Union has 
suspended Madagascar’s 
membership, while the 
United States and European 
Union have described Andry 
Rajoelina’s accession, 
following Marc Ravalomanana’ 
forceful resignation 17th 
March, as a coup.

Earlier, at an extraordinary 
summit in Swaziland Thurs 

19th March, chaired by King 
Mswati III, who is also the 
chairperson of organisation’s 
committee on politics, defence 
and security cooperation, a 
resolution not to recognise 
the new government in 
Madagascar was adopted.

The organisation said 
it cannot recognize Andry 
Rajoelina as president of 
Madagascar because his 
appointment not only violates 
the constitution of the country 
and democratic principles, 
but violates the core 
principles and treaty of the 
Southern Africa development 
cooperation (SADC), the 
African Union and the United 
Nations charters.

The organisation therefore 
called on the AU and the 
international community not to 
recognize the appointment of 
Rajoelina and to put pressure 

on the de facto authorities 
in Madagascar to return that 
country back to democratic 
and constitutional rule in the 
shortest time possible.

They also called on all 
stakeholders to refrain from 
taking any actions that are 
unconstitutional, inconsistent 
with the democratic values of 
the region and the continent 
or lead to further loss of 
lives, injury or destruction of 
property.

The organisation said it 
shall continue to promote 
common political values, 
systems and other shared 
values which are transmitted 
through institutions which 
are democratic, legitimate 
and effective. In that vein 
it will continue to engage 
all concerned parties in 
Madagascar with a view 
to facilitating the efforts to 

peacefully resolve the political 
crisis in the country.

To achieve its objectives, 
the executive secretary of 
the SADC and the ministerial 
committee were mandated 
to engage the AU, UN, and 
all other role players to help 
define a comprehensive and 
coherent strategy that will 
lead to the resolution of the 
problem.

If these efforts fail or ‘in 
the event of non-cooperation 
and non compliance by the de 
facto regime in Madagascar’ 
the committee on politics, 
defence and security 
cooperation shall recommend 
‘imposing appropriate 
sanctions and/or use all 
relevant resources available to 
restore order in Madagascar’.

Rajoelina has promised 
new elections within two 
years, which many believe is 
too long a time to return the 
country back to democratic 
and constitutional rule.•
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By Peter Penfold
The golden sandy beaches 
and sparkling clear blue 
waters of Sierra Leone 
have been compared to 
the beautiful beaches of 
the Caribbean islands, and 
rightly so. The well known 
Bounty bar advert was filmed 
in Sierra Leone many years 
ago when tourists came to 
this West African paradise. 
But today there is a more 
odious comparison with 
the Caribbean – the arrival 
of the drugs trafficker. As 
the Latin American drugs 
trafficker is squeezed out of 
the Caribbean and the US 
government intensifies its 
efforts to close its Mexican 
border to drug smuggling, 
the Latin American drugs 
trafficker is increasingly 
focussing his attention on 
countries in West Africa such 
as Sierra Leone through 
which to transit his cocaine 
into Europe.

It is easy to see why they 
have targeted a country like 
Sierra Leone. With limited 
resources coastal and land 
borders are poorly protected. 
Smuggling is endemic 
after decades of diamond 
smuggling. With a huge 
percentage of the population 
living on less than $2 per 
day the opportunities to 
bribe officials at the airport 
and ports and in the police 
and judiciary are limitless. 
Thousands of disaffected 
unemployed youth roam 
the streets as a result of 
the 11-year rebel war and 
will be tempted to engage 
in this most profitable of 
‘businesses’ – the drugs 
trade.

Last July a plane 
originating from Venezuela 
and sporting a fake Red 
Cross emblem was seized 
at Sierra Leone’s Lungi 
International airport. On 
board was over 600kgs of 
cocaine along with arms and 
ammunition. Seven foreign 
nationals, three Colombians, 
two Mexicans, a Venezuelan 
and an American, were 
arrested. Several Sierra 
Leoneans were also arrested, 
including the brother of the 
minister of transport. They are 
all in detention in Freetown’s 
Pademba Road prison 
awaiting trial. But it would 
be foolish and shortsighted 
to believe that this one 
successful seizure has nipped 

the drugs problem in the bud. 
It is already widely believed 
that this plane was just one of 
several in recent times.

West African governments 
need to learn the lessons that 
the Caribbean governments 
faced at the end of the last 
century. Many governments 
there initially turned a blind 
eye to the problems of the 
cocaine traffickers. They 
had lived with the problems 
of marijuana abuse for 
decades and dismissed the 
more corrupting influence 
of cocaine. They saw 
themselves as merely transit 
stops for the drugs. They 
considered that the real 
problem was in the United 
States! But these attitudes 
soon changed.

Our experience in the 
Caribbean showed that, 
having secured a foothold, 
the Latin American trafficker 
increasingly paid his local 
contacts in kind instead of 
in cash. The local couriers 

would be given a percentage 
of the cocaine which meant 
that they would have to sell 
it locally to obtain their profit. 
The result was that sleepy 
Caribbean islands became 
drugs infested societies 
where drugs crime soared. 
Drugs gangs sprang up, 
fighting one another for 
the local business, often 
with innocent locals and 
tourists caught up in the 
cross fire. The drugs evil 
permeated societies like a 
cancer; governments were 
undermined, judiciaries and 
public services became 
corrupted and legitimate 
economic development was 
halted.

The parallels with West 
Africa are obvious and 
tell tale signs are already 
appearing in Sierra Leone. 
Youth gangs are emerging. 
Grandiose building structures 
are springing up funded by 
drugs money – some remain 
half finished as young men 

under threat of investigation 
from the authorities flee the 
country. On my last visit I 
saw the incongruous sight 
of an expensive Bentley car 
trying to manoeuvre the pot-
holed streets of downtown 
Freetown. Bentleys are 
usually the preserve of the 
super rich footballers and 
Hollywood movie stars but 
they are also the car of 
choice of the young drugs 
trafficker who is keen to 
flaunt his ill gotten wealth.

Neighbouring Guinea 
already has a reputation as a 
drugs smuggling haven and 
only recently following his 
arrest, the son of the former 
President admitted that he 
was involved in selling drugs. 
Last month the President 
of Guinea Bissau was 
assassinated and although 
there is no evidence to prove 
it, there was immediate 
speculation that his death 
was drugs related.

The Caribbean 
governments demonstrated 
that it requires a vast and 
coordinated local, regional 
and international effort to 
thwart the scourge of drugs 
trafficking – draconian 
and effective anti-drugs 
legislation, sophisticated 
intelligence gathering and 
modern tools (boats and 
planes) of interdiction 
are required, combined 
with massive public 
education and information 
dissemination programmes.

For a country like Sierra 
Leone the threat from drugs 
is even more serious than 
that which it faced during the 
devastating 11-year rebel 
war from the RUF. That led 
to thousands of lives lost 
and much of the country 
being destroyed. Sierra 
Leone became the poorest 
country in the world and it 
needed great sacrifices and 
unprecedented regional and 
international efforts, including 
the largest UN peace 
operation in the world, to 
bring the war to an end. 

Despite some fine 
rhetoric, this same effort to 
combat the drugs war is not 
yet apparent. 

Peter Penfold, CMG, 
OBE, is a former British High 
Commissioner to Sierra 
Leone and before that was 
the British Government’s 
Adviser on Drugs in the 
Caribbean.   
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Special feature

Africa is facing difficult 
times. The effects of the 
global economic recession 
and climate change have 
already begun to reverse the 
progress the continent has 
made over the last decade.

Many countries are 
experiencing reduced trade 
and economic activity, 
withdrawal of investors 
and an acute scarcity of 
credit. Projects are being 
postponed or cancelled 
altogether. Financial inflows 
are dropping, including 
levels of international 
assistance and remittances.

The result is that the 
ability of African countries 
to support basic services, 
tackle their developmental 
challenges and achieve the 
Millennium Development 
Goals is being heavily 
impaired. The human, social 
and political consequences 
could be enormous.

Africa now needs 
urgent support to maintain 
economic activity and 
protect the vulnerable 
from the crisis. But while 
trillions of dollars are being 
found, at short notice, for 
stimulus plans and bail outs 
in the richer countries, the 
least developed countries 
find themselves lacking 
access to credit and faced 
with lending policies and 
practices that minimise their 
chances of receiving loans.

The evidence is that 
Africa is hit twice. Not only 
are poorer countries going 
to be most affected by the 
global crisis, but the very 
way in which the developed 
world has responded to 
the crisis continues to 
worsen their situation by 
encouraging capital to flee to 
perceived safety. Lacking the 
means to argue their case at 
the top tables in the global 
economic and financial 
architecture, Africa’s 
countries are left to face the 
very real danger of malignant 
decoupling, derailment and 
abandonment.

In the articles below, 
a number of eminent 
individuals argue that a 
new and improved form of 

multilateralism is needed to 
allow the developing world, 
and Africa in particular, 
to overcome these bleak 
prospects. They argue that 
Africa cannot afford to watch 
from the sidelines as the 
global crisis unfolds. Instead, 
they call for its leaders to 
use this opportunity and 
push for substantial reforms 
of the world’s governance 
structure to make it more 
responsive, supportive and 
ultimately effective. I share 
both their sense of urgency 
as well as their main policy 
recommendations.

The Bretton Woods 
institutions must be 
reformed at several levels to 
make them more inclusive. 
The World Bank’s allocation 
of a third seat on its 
executive board to sub-
Saharan Africa is a step in 
the right direction, but others 
like it must follow to ensure 
a more equitable and fair 
distribution of voting power. 
At the same time, the ways 
in which the leadership and 
staff of these institutions are 
chosen should be revised.

Backroom deals should 
give way to transparency 
and full representation, 

Kofi Annan sounds alarm to G-20 leaders
whether in the Bretton 
Woods or other financial 
institutions such as the 
Financial Stability Forum 
and the Basel Committee 
on Banking Supervision. 
The bigger message is that 
until all parts of the world 
are included in critical 
deliberations, including on 
trade and climate change, 
these institutions lack 
the reach and legitimacy 
they need to provide 
truly global answers to 
today’s challenges and 
the inclusiveness to make 
the most of tomorrow’s 
opportunities.

In the short term, if 
the G20 is to become 
the premier forum for 
coordinating a global 
response, then the 
African Union should be 
systematically represented. 
In the longer term, 
multilateralism must be 
underpinned by institutions 
with universal reach such as 
the UN whose legitimacy is 
beyond question. The real 
challenge will be to ensure 
that legitimacy can be 
combined with purposeful 
capacity and effective 
decision-making.

These reforms are 
possible if there is sufficient 
political will to make them 
happen. That will require 
strong leadership including 
from those who might 
see their relative share of 
decision making power 
in the world’s institutional 
architecture decrease.

At the same time, this 
crisis will not be overcome 
by institutional reform alone.

Donors must renew 
their commitment to boost 
resource levels for the 
least developed countries, 
ease access to credit, 
review debt sustainability 
criteria and lessen aid 
conditionality. Africa must 
do its part too. If they are 
to profit from the new 
multilateralism outlined in 
the contributions published 
below, the continent’s 
states must heed their 
commitments regarding 
governance, accountability 
and transparency and 
find ways to act in a more 
coordinated and concerted 
fashion.

Kofi Annan, who chairs 
the Africa progress panel, is 
a former secretary-general 
of the United Nations.•

Kofi Annan
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